November 15, 2021
11 Kislev 5782

IMPORTANT
DATES

Friday, Nov. 19
Erev Shabbat Services
6:00 PM

Saturday, Nov. 20
Shabbat Services
9:45 AM

Friday, Nov. 20

The big day is almost here!
We so look forward to
honoring our dear Chef John
and celebrating his
retirement with all of you.
If you haven't bought your
tickets yet, make sure you
do so today! We want to
make sure that John is
surrounded by all of his
friends who love him!

In-Person Tot Shabbat
11:15 AM

Wednesday, Nov. 24
CAA Offices Closed

Thursday, Nov. 25
Thanksgiving
CAA Offices Closed

Join us on Sunday, December 5, as we say Thank You
to John for his continuous service to our congregation!
For more information and registration, please click here.
Tributes must be submitted by Wednesday, 11/17 to
guarantee inclusion in the cookbook. Submit your
tributes today!

Thursday, Nov. 25
Morning Minyan
8:00 AM

Friday, Nov. 26
CAA Offices Closed

Friday, Nov. 26
Morning Minyan
8:00 AM

Friday, Nov. 26
Erev Shabbat Services

Did you know that Agudas is on
Instagram? Follow us
@agudasachimatx for more great
content from your CAA community.
Be sure to follow and share with your
friends!

6:00 PM

Saturday, Nov. 27
Shabbat Services
Ben Beckerman Bar
Mitzvah
9:45 AM

CAA Newsletter
Policy
All submissions must be a
maximum of 650 characters
and will run for a period of
two weeks.
Please send submissions to
cameron.nudleman@caaaustin.org.
Submissions may be edited
for length or clarity.

Support
Congregation
Agudas Achim
Congregation Agudas Achim
relies on the support of its
members and the
community at large.
If you are in a position
where a contribution is

Karen Chanon, Member at
Large
Karen has been in Austin and at
CAA for 42 years. She is a qualified
board member because she is a
great listener and supports our
Board with enthusiasm. Karen
attends meetings with interest, an
optimistic attitude, and concern for
the best for our synagogue Agudas
Achim.
Karen's family is a very important
part of her life. She has 4 children:
Jacci, Josh (Jacci's husband), Reid,
and Ryan. Jacci and Josh recently
moved to Austin. Reid lives in
Miami, and Ryan lives in Dallas.
Jacci, Reid, and Ryan attended
CAARS and had their Bar/Bat
Mitzvah at Agudas. They enjoy celebrating holidays
together, eating good food, walking, talking, and
laughing.
Karen is a PreK teacher at the Early Childhood
Program/Shalom Austin and Congregation Agudas Achim
Religious School. She loves waking up each day to the
excitement of enriching these young minds who will be
our future leaders one day.
Karen's favorite holiday is Rosh Hashanah. Rosh Hashanah
is a time for new beginnings, a time to improve oneself, a

reasonable, please consider
investing in our Sacred
Community. Donations to
Congregation Agudas Achim
can be made by clicking
here. For volunteer
opportunities, please
email cameron.nudleman@
caa-austin.org.

Sisterhood Gift
Shop

time to reflect, time to ask ourselves how we can grow.
She loved celebrating the holidays with her family,
grandparents, aunt, uncle, and cousins when she was a
child. They always had a festive meal as her grandfather
led the blessings and prayers. These traditions are carried
on as she continues to celebrate them with her family.
Fun facts about Karen: She was Dorothy in the Wizard of
Oz when she was a freshman in college. Her home was
destroyed in a tornado in Wichita, Kansas when she was a
child. Her favorite food is dill pickles. Her real hair color
is blonde.
Please text Karen at 512-784-6044.

The Sisterhood Gift Shop is
open for online orders and
curbside pickup. To see
view the online store,
please click here.

AGUDAS ACHIM HAPPENINGS
Pictures with Chef John
Do you have photos of you and your family
with Chef John from over the years? We
want to feature as many photos as we can
of John with community members at the
event celebrating his retirement!
If you have photos with John that you
would like us to use, please submit them
to celebratejohn@caa-austin.org.

Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to CAA member, David Reifler,
who was recently installed as a member at
large of the Board of Directors of Mercaz
USA, The Zionist Organization of the
Conservative Movement.
Mazel Tov, David!

Latkes To Go

Join Mazel Tov Kocktail Hour in
celebrating the first night of Chanukah
with Klezmer, dancing, candle-lighting,
dreidels, and special guest, Rabbi
Blumofe!

Sisterhood Presents:

For more information and to place your
order, please click here.
To join the Zoom, please click here.
For questions or to volunteer your story,
please email Cindy Lindauer.

Mah Jong
TO ORDER YOUR NEW 2022 CARDS: As we
did last year, I’ll be ordering the cards
online. Sisterhood earns more money this
way! I’ll be paying for all of our cards

 elp Agudas Achim
H
Document the Pandemic

using my personal credit card.
So, please make your check out to me
(Donna Schmidt).
SAME PRICES:
Standard cards are $9.00 each
Large print cards are $10.00 each
Mail your order by Friday, January 7, 2022
Donna Schmidt, 6511 Treadwell Blvd;
Austin, TX; 78757
Please include your name, address, email
address, and the number and size of the
card(s) you want to order. Your order will
arrive directly from the National Mah
Jongg League to your mailbox in late
March.
2) I will be moving to Denver in
March! So Sisterhood will need a
replacement collector next year. This is a
very fun and rewarding role. I would love
to line someone up ASAP so she (or they)
can work with me this year and then
assume the role next year. This would
make for a seamless transition. Please
reach out to me if you’re interested. Many
thanks!

For more information or to submit your
content, please email
historycommittee@caa-austin.org.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
From Austin Jews for
Refugees:
We have re-settled over 200 Afghan
refugees in Austin in the last two months
and expect 300 more refugees before the
end of the year with 500 to 1000 more in
2022.
To volunteer:
austinjewsforrefugees.weebly.com
To make a tax-deductible donation:
https://www.bethshalomaustin.org/give.
The donation is made to the Refugee Task
Force Fund at Temple Beth Shalom, but all
donations go directly to Austin Jews for
Refugees.
Questions? Email
bettieforman@gmail.com. Thank you so
much as we continue the Jewish tradition
of “Welcoming the Stranger”.

Austin Hadassah Presents:
The Great Bubbameister: Stories and
Storyteller
with Hadassah Life Member Sue Bilich
Wednesday, November 17; 11am
Sue Bilich is an actor, singer, writer, and a
storyteller. She will tell a couple of
stories and then lead everyone in a storytelling session, with volunteers sharing
their stories. Come prepared to write!
Sue has performed primarily on Austin
stages, in film and musicals, and with
different musical groups singing jazz
standards. As a storyteller, she has
performed in Kansas City with the Hear
Now Festivals and the National Audio
Theater Festivals. She teaches a
Storytelling class and Reader’s theater
with Dianna Dorman at Shalom Austin
Senior Programs.
RSVP to austin@hadassah.org to receive
the Zoom link.

Support the ADL through
Crossfit!

Allison Elementary
Christmas Gift-Giving
Program
Make a difference in the lives of Austin
families through the Allison Elementary
Christmas gift-giving program. The needs
are especially great this year as families
recover from the pandemic and recession.
Each year for the past 20 years, we are
given a list of "needs" and "wants" for
multiple families from Allison Elementary
in southeast Austin. These include
blankets, sheets, pots and pans, towels,
and heaters. We also provide gift cards,
new clothes, and requested items which
can vary from a doll to a coat, as well as
books and games.
For more information or to help support a
family, please contact Lora Ann
Gerson at lagerson@prodigy.net.

For questions, please email
elwyn9674@yahoo.com.

Austin Shmirah
Shomrim (watchers/protectors/guardians) are people who prayerfully accompany Jewish
deceased between death and burial. Through Austin Shmirah, you can choose to serve as a
shomer for the deceased of your own congregation only, or for those of the larger Jewish
community as well. Please sign up by clicking here. Under "Shomer," click "Sign Up" and fill
out the registration form.
Questions? Contact Gail Tosto at gailtosto@gmail.com or 512-709-3990.

DONOR RECOGNITION
We are deeply appreciative of all who support our community -- especially in this time. We
are honored to showcase our donor recognition on our website as a token of gratitude -please thank those who are upholding our Jewish rhythms, and add your name!
View our donor recognition page by clicking here.

Congregation Agudas Achim is on Facebook

Congregation Agudas Achim
 (512) 735-8400| theaustinsynagogue.org





