
8:00 – 8:50 PM

Keynote Panel: Navigating Uncertainty Through a Jewish Lens

Panelists: Dr. Lauren Ancel Meyers, Dr. Nancy Nussbaum, Rabbi Rebecca Reice, Rabbi Daniel
Septimus, Dr. Ed Septimus

Moderated by Rabbi Neil F. Blumofe

A discussion of the spiritual, neurocognitive, and medical/public health aspects of making tough
decisions in the post-COVID world and beyond.  How might our Jewish values inform our
choices?  What can we learn about the decision-making process? How do we navigate
uncertainty to live both bravely and safely?  Join this panel of esteemed rabbinic, medical, and
psychology scholars for an engaged and timely discussion.

Lauren Ancel Meyers is the Cooley Centennial Professor of Integrative Biology and Statistics & Data Sciences at
The University of Texas at Austin and a member of the Santa Fe Institute External Faculty. She was trained as a
mathematical biologist at Harvard and Stanford Universities and has been a pioneer in the field of network
epidemiology and the application of machine learning to improve outbreak detection, forecasting and control.
Professor Meyers leads an interdisciplinary team of scientists, engineers, and public health experts in uncovering the
social and biological drivers of epidemics and building practical tools for the CDC and other global health agencies to
track and mitigate emerging viral threats, including COVID-19, pandemic influenza, Ebola, HIV, and Zika. Her
research has been published in over 100 peer-reviewed articles in major journals and covered by the popular press,
including The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, NPR, CNN and the BBC. Professor Meyers
was named as one of the top 100 global innovators under age 35 by the MIT Technology Review in 2004 and
received the Joseph Lieberman Award for Significant Contributions to Science in 2017.

Dr. Nancy Nussbaum is a licensed psychologist, board certified in clinical neuropsychology and a Fellow of the
National Academy of Neuropsychology.  She has over 30 years of experience working with children to develop a
comprehensive understanding of their strengths and challenges through neuropsychological assessment. Dr.
Nussbaum sees children for neuropsychological evaluation as part of the comprehensive epilepsy team at Dell
Children’s Medical Center.  As an associate professor in the neurology department at Dell Medical School, she is also
active in research, publishing and teaching. Dr. Nussbaum and her husband, Jonathan Weizenbaum, are members of
the Temple Beth Israel community.

Rabbi Rebecca Reice, R.J.E. is the Senior Rabbi of Congregation Shir Ami in Cedar Park, TX. While her
professional work has been especially devoted to teaching people of all ages and faith traditions, Rabbi Reice is
motivated by her deep love of Jewish text study, pastoral care, and interfaith partnerships focused on building a more
peaceful and just world. Prior to and during the pandemic, she serves on the steering committee of three such
interfaith partnership organizations in Austin and Cedar Park focused on LGBTQiA+ inclusion and celebration in
religious life, dialogue, and community organizing, respectively. Rabbi Reice is also a student of Mussar, mindfulness,
and meditation, which have further enabled her in her pastoral role helping others -- and as a human being -- to
navigate uncertainty through a Jewish lens. Rabbi Reice is the Vice President of the Southwest Association of
Reform Rabbis (SWARR).



Rabbi Daniel Septimus, fifth-generation Houstonian has been in Austin since 2014, serving as Texas Hillel
Executive Director for just over two years and now as CEO of Shalom Austin since September 2016, the hub of
Jewish life in Central Texas.

During Rabbi Septimus’ tenure at Texas Hillel, he significantly enhanced the organization’s financial stability,
operational efficiency, and community outreach efforts. He has attracted national attention for his leadership—AIPAC
named him 2016's Campus Partner of the Year, recognizing his and Texas Hillel’s pro-Israel education advocacy and
their success fighting BDS on campus. Rabbi Septimus and his team significantly expanded social justice
programming as one of the three main pillars of programming and engagement.  Texas Hillel was one of a few Hillels
in the movement with a full-time social justice professional.

Rabbi Septimus, his wife Amanda and their three children, Talia, Jonah and Ari, are active members of four local
congregational communities.

Dr. Ed Septimus received his medical degree from Baylor College of Medicine in Houston in 1972.  Dr. Septimus
went on to complete his postgraduate training in internal medicine and infectious diseases at Baylor College of
Medicine in Houston. Dr. Ed Septimus is board certified in both internal medicine and infectious diseases. He was
VP Research and Infectious Diseases HCA Healthcare until 2018.  Prior to HCA, he was the medical director of
infectious diseases and occupational health for Memorial Hermann Healthcare System. He has served on the Board
of Directors of the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) and was on the IDSA Antimicrobial Resistance
Committee, the SHEA Antimicrobial Stewardship Committee, and the IDSA Quality Measurement Committee.   He
was the first recipient of the IDSA Watanakunakorn Clinician Award.  In 2011 he was appointed to the
Healthcare-Associated Infections/Preventable Adverse Events Advisory Panel for the Texas Department of State
Health Services.  He was awarded the John S Dunn Sr. Outstanding Teacher Award in 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014.
He is on the FDA Anti-Infective Drug Advisory Group and is co-chair of the NQF Patient Safety Steering Committee.
He holds a faculty position as Adjunct Professor at Texas A&M College of Medicine,  Senior Lecturer Department of
Population Medicine Harvard Medical  School, and Professor Distinguished Senior Fellow, School of Public Health,
George Mason University.  He has published over 130 articles and chapters.

Rabbi Neil F. Blumofe is privileged to lead the Agudas Achim community — I believe that our best days are before
us, as we continue to learn and share experiences with each other.  I am inspired by the commitment our community
makes to finding purpose and creating a larger family together at our sacred address.  I grew up in the Chicago area
and have had formative years in New Orleans, New York, Jerusalem, and Poznan, Poland.  Here in Austin,
membership and association at Agudas Achim is diverse and represents a progressive and rooted approach towards
tradition, text, and prayer consistent in Judaism since Sinai. This daily discovery of meaning is my life’s work and it is
my delight to inspire and be inspired by talented partners and enthusiastic friends and community. Do join us for the
spiritual practice of sincerely exploring Judaism and Jewish identity — either in person, or on the web.

9:00 – 9:50 PM

Keynote Panel: Ahavat Ger: Caring for People Experiencing Homelessness

Panelists: Haggai Eshed, MSW (Board Member, Front Steps), Amber Fogarty (President,
Mobile Loaves and Fishes), Elizabeth Baker, LCSW (Chief Strategy Officer, The Other Ones
Foundation)

Moderated by Rabbi Amy Cohen, LCSW



Join this timely conversation as we explore what our Jewish values say about caring for our
neighbors experiencing homelessness. How might we see greater likeness between one
another? Hear from those leading the way in the greater Austin non-for profit community to
carve paths to safety for those who are experiencing housing instability. We will open up this
conversation to everyone online to discuss how the Jewish community can support these
tremendous and often daunting efforts here in Austin.

Haggai Eshed is a lifelong advocate helping the most vulnerable in our society. After earning a Masters of Social
Work from New York University he embarked on a career providing direct services to various populations in New York
City and Austin, Texas including Nazi Victims, Elder Abuse Victims, and Blood Cancer Patients and Survivors. Most
recently he managed the Permanent Supportive Housing Program at Front Steps, providing supportive housing for
chronically homeless individuals in Austin. Currently, Haggai serves as a member of the Board of Directors of Front
Steps, the organization that manages the Austin Resource Center for the Homeless. He’s also a member of the
Board of Directors of SHARE The Project, Inc. which is a community service group invested in sharing students’ time
in acts geared to making a difference in the larger community. He’s been involved advocating for the well being of our
neighbors experiencing homelessness in Austin for the past four years. Helping those in need is a passion for
Haggai.

In Amber Fogarty’s role as President of Mobile Loaves & Fishes, she is responsible for ensuring that the
organization's vision, mission, strategy, core values, and goals are embodied and evangelized.  Mobile Loaves &
Fishes empowers communities into a lifestyle of service with the homeless and is the visionary nonprofit behind
Austin’s innovative Community First! Village, a 51-acre master planned development that provides affordable,
permanent housing and a supportive community for the chronically homeless in Central Texas.

Prior to joining Mobile Loaves & Fishes, Amber served as the Director of Learning & Leadership for Mission Capital
where she created and facilitated leadership development programs for Central Texas leaders. She also spent eleven
years as an Adjunct Instructor at St. Edward’s University. Amber has been an advocate for men and women
experiencing homelessness for more than seventeen years. Her deep passion for serving her homeless neighbors
was ignited during a year of service at Andre House of Arizona, a house of hospitality for those experiencing
homelessness and extreme poverty in downtown Phoenix.

Amber received a BA in Communication and an MBA in Marketing from St. Edward’s University, as well as a Master
of Arts in Philanthropy and Development from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. She resides in Austin, Texas, with
her husband, Martin, and their two children, Grace and Colin.

Elizabeth Baker comes with 11 years of experience in homeless, housing, substance use and mental health
services. She has worked at various levels of service, including direct services, program management and system
impact. She has specialized in the intersection of homelessness, criminal justice and mental health for many years.
Currently, Elizabeth is the Chief Strategy Officer at The Other Ones Foundation, developing, implementing and
monitoring strategic plans to drive TOOF’s mission. TOOF offers extremely low-barrier work opportunities, case
management, and humanitarian aid to people experiencing homelessness in Austin, TX.

Rabbi Amy Cohen serves as the Chief Social Services Officer for Shalom Austin and the Executive Director of
Jewish Family Service. She joined Shalom Austin’s team after serving Temple Beth Shalom as associate rabbi since
2012. Rabbi Cohen is also a Licensed Master Social Worker who is no stranger to Jewish Family Service. She
served on its committee for the past 8 years. Throughout her career, Cohen has focused on social service work.
Rabbi Cohen is especially thrilled to have joined the Shalom Austin team at this critical time as the greater Austin
community needs the mental health, case management and volunteer services we have to offer. Cohen feels blessed
to be able to help mobile our Jewish community around integral social service issues facing the Jewish community
and our neighbors.



10:00 – 10:50 PM

(Track 1) Lessons from Bamidbar: Journeying Towards an Uncertain Future

Rabbi Alan Freedman & Rabbi Eleanor Steinman

The years of wandering bamidbar (in the wilderness) provided the Israelites with precious time
to prepare to enter their next phase as a people in the Promised Land.  The combined
experiences of the Books of Shemot (Exodus), Vayikra (Leviticus) and Bamidbar (Numbers)
provide insights into how we can approach preparing ourselves and our community for
post-COVID society.

Rabbi Alan Freedman joined Temple Beth Shalom as its first full-time rabbi in July 2002. In addition to serving as
senior rabbi at Temple Beth Shalom, Rabbi Freedman is committed to working within the interfaith community to
advance religious values and to teach.  His community activities include being the co-chair of the Clergy Advisory
Committee for Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas as well as being a past-chair of the PPGT Board of Directors.
He is an active member of Austin Interfaith and a past Board member of IAct. He also serves on the Ethics
Committee for the St. David’s hospital system and teaches in the NOVA and SAGE programs at UT-Austin. He is
also past-president of the Southwest Association of Reform Rabbis and is a member of the Rabbinic Cabinet for
Israel Bonds.

Rabbi Freedman was ordained at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati.  He also holds a
Juris Doctor from the University of Pennsylvania Law School and an undergraduate degree from The George
Washington University. Before ordination, Rabbi Freedman was a student rabbi at Temple Shalom in Quincy, Illinois,
and was the rabbinic intern for two years at Rockdale Temple in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Rabbi Eleanor B. Steinman joins Temple Beth Shalom full time in July 2021 and currently serves as our visiting
associate rabbi.

Rabbi Steinman was born in Los Angeles, CA and spent her teenage years in a suburb of St. Paul, MN.  She
graduated from Brandeis University with a Bachelor of Arts in history. Following her undergraduate studies, Rabbi
Steinman joined Avodah, a year-long social justice program where she worked to train parents and volunteers to be
tutors in public school classrooms in New York City. In 2003, Rabbi Steinman enrolled at the Hebrew Union
College–Jewish Institute of Religion where she studied at the Jerusalem and Los Angeles campuses. She received a
Master of Hebrew Letters degree in 2006, rabbinic ordination in 2008, and a Master’s Degree in Jewish Education in
May 2012. Currently, Rabbi Steinman is pursuing a doctoral degree at the University of Southern California.

(Track 2) See(k)ing One Another: An Interfaith Dialogue

Muna Hussaini, Rabbi Gail Swedroe & Simone Talma-Flowers

An exploration of texts from Christianity, Islam and Judaism as part of an interfaith discussion
with Simone Talma Flowers, Muna Hussaini, and Rabbi Gail Swedroe.

Muna Hussaini is a mama, techie, and accidental community activist.  In her day job, she is a Senior Director -
Strategy and Operations at Indeed.



Wearing hijab post 9-11 made Muna a victim of several hate crimes.  She uses her experiences to speak out against
bigotry while redefining the Muslim American narrative. Muna serves on the board of Muslim Space, Interfaith Action
of Central Texas, and volunteers on the City of Austin/Travis County Hate Crimes Taskforce.  Most recently she is the
Muslim Mama on a new podcast called 3 Righteous Mamas, powered by the Texas Signal where a Muslim, Latina,
and Queer mama talk about how we build the world for all of our children.

Muna is married, has a 12 yo daughter and a 5 yo monster. She enjoys hiking and playing volleyball.  Last, but not
least, Muna holds a business degree from the University of Texas at Austin and is a proud Longhorn.  Hook ‘em!

Rabbi Gail Swedroe is the Associate Rabbi at Congregation Agudas Achim. She is honored to serve on the board of
directors of iACT along with Muna and in partnership with Simone, and has been involved in interfaith conversations
throughout her life, starting in elementary school on the playground . She was particularly honored to continue this
life-long interest as a speaker at the 2014 Pope John Paul II annual Lecture on Interreligious Understanding in 2014.
Rabbi Swedroe and her husband David are the proud parents of a 3-year-old daughter and 6 month-old-son.

Simone Talma-Flowers is the Executive Director of the Interfaith Action of Central Texas (iACT). She holds a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a Master of Business Administration from St. Edward’s University. She has over
24 years of extensive experience in non-profit management. Simone has served on numerous Boards including as
President of St. James’ Episcopal School, Senior Warden at St. James’ Episcopal Church, Board Treasurer for Urban
Roots Farm, Board member of Community Advancement Network (CAN), Secretary of the Ecumenical and
Interreligious Leaders Network, and Chair of St. Edwards Alumni Association. Simone is married to the Honorable
Wilford Flowers.

(Track 3) Encountering Others (and Ourselves) in the Divine Image—B’tzelem Elohim

Dana Baruch

What does it mean to be created in the Image of God? How does this play out in “real life”.
We’ll discuss these questions, consider the teaching of Rabbi Yitz Greenberg on the topic, and
then join together in a virtual collective “loving-kindness metta” meditation.

Dana Baruch has been a Jewish educator for more than 25 years, teaching both children and adults. She has been
a b'nei mitzvah sponsor to countless CAA students, faculty member of the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish
learning, local faculty member of the Temple Beth Shalom Introduction to Judaism and Adult B'nei Mitzvah programs,
as well as the URJ Introduction to Judaism course, having taught students from across Canada and the United
States.  She is also a faculty mentor at the JCC Early Childhood Program, and an instructor in Shalom Austin's Adult
Jewish Learning program.  Her passion for Jewish education lies in the belief that within the big tent of Judaism, we
can find beautiful, dynamic, meaningful and satisfying traditions and lessons to anchor and guide us through all the
chapters of our lives. In addition to her Jewish educational work, Dana has 25+ years of experience leading, guiding
and consulting in community-based and educational organizations, from small start-ups and deeply established
organizations, to top-tier universities. Dana is a certified life/executive coach, skilled facilitator, expert in human and
group dynamics, retreat leader, community builder, and owner of Dana Baruch Coaching & Consulting
(www.danabaruch.com). In addition to her organizational work, She is the Founder of the Austin Jewish Academy, a
member of Congregation Agudas Achim since 1994, serves on the board of the Hebrew Free Loan of Austin and the
advisory board of the Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies at UT, is past-board chair of Shalom Austin, an
emeritus board member for Challah for Hunger, and continues to remain active with several other local and national
non-profit organizations.



Dana holds a Master of Education degree from Tufts University, BA in Psychology from the University of Michigan
and is a certified Life-Coach.  She has been married for 36 years and is the proud mom of two mostly launched
young-adult sons.

(Track 4) The Soul of Soul

Adra Lustig

The recently released Disney/Pixar film ‘Soul’ explores deeply existential—and mature—themes
of mindfulness, spirituality, and what it means to live a purpose-filled life. In its depiction of the
afterlife and the liminal space between life and death, the movie incorporates ideas that are
seen throughout Jewish text, asking some of the same big questions that have challenged
Jewish seekers for centuries. Adra Lustig will lead a text-based discussion of a few Jewish
concepts that were particularly resonant in Soul. No previous viewing of the film (we will show
clips) or Jewish knowledge is required. However, watching the movie before attending would be
fun!

Adra Lustig is the Director of Education at Congregation Agudas Achim --- I grew up in the Chicago area (Go Cubs!)
and spent every summer at Jewish summer camp. This formative camp experience set me on the path towards a
passion-filled career in Jewish Education. I pursued an undergraduate degree in Jewish Studies and Theatre at
Brandeis University and received a master’s degree in Jewish Education from the Jewish Theological Seminary.

In my work, relationships are my mission – building strong relationships with students, parents, teachers, and all
members of the community. As Rabbi Chanina said, “I have learned much from my teachers and even more from my
friends, but from my students I have learned more than from all of them.”

11:00 – 11:50 PM

(Track 1) Nourishing the Soul Through Wonder

Aaric Eisenstein, The Avian Rebbe

“Wonder” is both a noun and a verb.  We’ll be soaring through Jewish tradition, a singularly
wonder-full lens to explore the wonders of birds. No experience needed, just an openness to
nature’s beauty.

Aaric Eisenstein is our resident Avian Rebbe --- I am not a Talmid Chochom (learned scholar).  I am not an
ornithologist.  But read on….

I bought my first camera just as Covid-19 hit, in anticipation that “alone and outside” was about to be our new reality.
Technical skills developed over time.  Artistic awareness grew.  I did not, however, anticipate the overpowering joy of
recognizing Divine gifts in both the natural world and religious tradition.  Sharing these gifts is what I do as the Avian
Rebbe.

I was born in 1969 and raised mostly in San Antonio. I left to get a degree in Political Economy from Williams
College.  I then earned an MBA from the University of Texas.  Prior day-jobs have ranged from owning a software
company to running a geopolitical intelligence publishing operation.  Currently I license patents for an inventor. Public
speaking is an especial joy at which I (claim to) have a knack.



I live in Austin, TX with my son and am a grateful member of Congregation Agudas Achim where each Friday service
I have the honor of sharing thoughts about these pictures. Learn more at www.AvianRebbe.com.

(Track 2) Seeking Wisdom From Our Ancestors: What Sefardi and Ashkenazi Jews can
Teach Us About Crisis and Change

Dr. Harvey Raben

Coming out of difficult circumstances is historically a Jewish specialty. What happened in our
past and how the Jewish communities of Salonica and Germany responded after WWI will
inform us as we emerge from our own ‘tzurus.’

Dr. Harvey Raben is the Director of Congregational Learning Emeritus at CAA --- Born in the bayou of Lake Charles,
Louisiana, Harvey made stops with his family in Houston and San Antonio on their way to Northern California. After
graduating high school in Oakland he proceeded to complete his B.A. at the University of California, Berkeley,
spending a year studying in Jerusalem. Jewish study continued at Brandeis University where he received a Master’s
degree in Contemporary Jewish Studies. Harvey has pursued a varied career in Jewish community agencies, day
schools, and congregational schools. His exceptional experience has taken him from New England to Canada, Ohio,
Pacific Northwest and most recently San Diego. During his families residence in Toronto he completed his Doctorate
of Education at the University of Toronto. He has served as the International President of the Jewish Community Day
School Network and Chair of the Jewish Principal’s Council in San Diego and Toronto.

Harvey is married to Sandy and has three children, daughter Amit, and sons Zev and Shimmy.

(Track 3) Reflective Leadership

Brett Hurt

The COVID-19 pandemic required the best of us as leaders for the sake of our company, family,
community, and friends.  Join Brett Hurt, CEO and Co-founder of data.world, Hurt Family
Investments, and Bazaarvoice before, for a reflective discussion on his journey in leading
data.world through the pandemic.  This talk will be based on his five-part series in Austin’s
cultural magazine, Urbānitūs:
https://www.urbanitus.com/the-just-society-and-knowledge-economy-now-towering-on-the-post-
pandemic-horizon/.  You’ll also be called upon to journal and reflect on your own leadership
journey during this most trying time.

Brett Hurt is the CEO and co-founder of data.world, an Austin-based Certified B Corporation and public benefit
corporation. data.world makes it easy for everyone—not just the "data people"—to get clear, accurate, fast answers
to any business question. data.world's cloud-native data catalog maps its customers siloed, distributed data to
familiar and consistent business concepts, creating a unified body of knowledge anyone can find, understand, and
use. data.world is also home to the world’s largest collaborative open data community, including public COVID-19
datasets. In 2017, 2018, and 2019, data.world was honored on the “Best for the World” list by B Lab that recognizes
the top 10% of all B Corps globally. And in 2020, data.world was named by the Austin Business Journal as one of the
top-three companies to work for. Brett is also the co-owner of Hurt Family Investments (HFI), alongside his wife,
Debra. HFI are involved in 110 startups, 31 VC funds, and multiple philanthropic endeavors.



Brett co-founded and led Bazaarvoice as CEO, through its IPO, follow-on offering, and two acquisitions. Bazaarvoice
became the largest public SaaS (Software as a Service) business in social commerce and was named by the WSJ as
one of the top IPOs of 2012. Brett also founded and led Coremetrics, which was rated the #1 Web analytics solution
by Forrester Research and, like Bazaarvoice, expanded into a global company and leader. Coremetrics was acquired
by IBM in 2010 for around $300m.

In 2017, Brett was given the Best CEO Legacy Award by the Austin Business Journal. He is a Henry Crown Fellow
and Braddock Scholar at the Aspen Institute. Brett began programming at age seven and doing so on the Internet at
age eighteen.  He finished his book, “The Entrepreneur’s Essentials”, in August 2019 (available at
databrett.medium.com for free).

(Track 4) Cancelled, Woke & Wondering: Anatomy of a Changing Narrative

Cathy Schechter

From Civil War lore to a “woke”-from-the-dead lesbian activist Andrea Dworkin, we will look at
current competing narratives to how stories change over time.  By looking at competing Rabbi
Akiva stories, we will look more broadly at how and why our own narratives change, and how
they affect our current views of the distant past.

Cathy Schechter, longtime active member of CAA and Austin’s Jewish community, writer, ordained
Maggidah/Omanit, earned her MAJS from Hebrew College. She teaches Talmud/Torah to individuals and small
groups in Austin and across the country.

12:00 – 12:50 AM

(Track 1) Taking Creative Risk: The Artist & The Exodus

Douglas Burton

So many of us harbor some kind of creativity and a desire for creative self-expression. We are
artists, writers, poets, and digital content creators. But the pathway from a private hobby to the
professional or public sphere is daunting. Join Doug as we discuss creative risk-taking as a
departure from fear, an embrace of uncertainty, and a decisive move toward the divine.

Douglas A Burton is a writer and author, whose debut novel, Far Away Bird, received multiple accolades. Recently,
his historical fiction novel became a finalist for the Montaigne Medal (Eric Hoffer Award) as well as Best New Voice in
Fiction by the IBPA. Doug continues to write and actively encourages others to reach their full potential.

(Track 2) Holy Humor, Holy Chutzpah, and the Baal Shem Tov

Rabbi Monty Eliasov

Rabbi Monty Eliasov, utilizing both spiritual teachings and historical analysis shares his current
understanding regarding the essential role of time-tested Chassidic values as they apply to all
forms of Modern Judaism especially during these Covid times and potentially beyond.



Rabbi Monty Eliasov was born and raised in both a seaside city and in the deeply rural environments of the Eastern
Cape Province in South Africa in an amazing Litvak family comprised of both Jewish merchants and Jewish farmers.
He studied Talmud in Telshe Yeshivah for almost 4 years, received his BA from Yeshiva University, NYC, his MA in
Rabbinic Literature from JTS, NYC, and was rabbinically ordained by Rabbi Gershon Winkler, author of many books
including "The Place Where you are Standing is Holy" and "Kabbalah 365" which explores connections between
Spiritual Judaism and Native American values.  He has been the Rabbi and Education Director of Congregation
Shalom Rav here in Austin since 1999.

(Track 3) Reader’s Theater:  Who Defines a Jew?

Stacey Glazer

In this session, we will read excerpts from the humorous and thought-provoking play, “Bad
Jews,” and discuss what it means to be a Jew and how we think about Jewish identity.
Participants are encouraged to read Stacey’s director’s note from her production of this play in
2018 prior to attending the session.

Stacey Glazer is a 6th grade teacher at CAARS, an Engagement Director for USY, and a student at JTS. She has
just completed her certificate in Jewish Ethics and Social Justice in the Kekst school and will begin her MA in Jewish
Education with Davidson in the fall. Additionally, she has been working with City Theatre, recording poetry from Edgar
Lee Masters’ “The Spoon River Anthology”. Stacey’s Bachelors is in theatre from Florida State University. She has
been a theatre actor and director in Austin almost since she moved here in 2006. In 2018, Stacey directed the play
“Bad Jews”, which brought up many conversations about what it means to be Jewish. She is excited to have this
conversation with a new audience. Stacey lives in Austin with her husband, Marc Friedman, and her two cats, Chava
and Maya and enjoys doing Krav Maga.

(Track 4) Stanley Kubrick’s Filmmaking Through a Jewish Lens

Leo Bello

Stanley Kubrick is one of the most influential American filmmakers of the 20thcentury. His
filmmaking comprises almost every aspect of the trade including script writing, production,
directing, casting, cinematography, editing, etc. This presentation will explore his personal and
family life from the beginning in his native community in the Bronx in NYC, his growth as a
professional photographer and later as a filmmaker, the historical and political environment that
defined his personality, and the maturing of his art as an immigrant, European citizen, and
intellectual. We will briefly review Kubrick’s rich filmography that starts with his three
documentaries, and includes thirteen feature films that span five decades of intense and
ground-breaking production. We will also consider his Jewishness. Although not a religious Jew,
Stanley Kubrick could be defined as a cultural Jew. His cinematic production was certainly
marked by his personal and artistic views of the Holocaust, antisemitism, and the big questions
regarding man’s life purpose and the general moral challenges of our times.

Leo Bello is a movie enthusiast since teenage years. Fan of great film creators such as Chaplin, Fellini, Almodóvar,
Antonioni, Bergman, and Truffaut. Assisted in organizing and supported a couple of film clubs. Took classes on



cinema appreciation and attended many art-house film showings. Specially interested in Italian Neorealism and
French New Wave. In his previous professional life Leo was an electrical engineer working in industrial automation.
Earned an MS degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo. Lived and worked in an international
environment for many years until retirement. Recently devoted time to train new generations of trade technicians at
Austin Community College. Leo is a native of Bogotá, Colombia, and with his wife have a son who is a Dallas-based
financial analyst. As soon as public health concerns get resolved he is ready to spend some of his retirement time
living in Spain as a way to return to his ancestral land.

1:00 – 1:50 AM

(Track 1) What Israel Means to Me

Rabbi Neil F. Blumofe

As part of our Tikkun Leil Shavuot experience, we offer an opportunity to come together in
community to reflect on our relationship with Israel. Join us for open conversation, song, and
personal prayer.

Rabbi Neil F. Blumofe is privileged to lead the Agudas Achim community — I believe that our best days are before
us, as we continue to learn and share experiences with each other.  I am inspired by the commitment our community
makes to finding purpose and creating a larger family together at our sacred address.  I grew up in the Chicago area
and have had formative years in New Orleans, New York, Jerusalem, and Poznan, Poland.  Here in Austin,
membership and association at Agudas Achim is diverse and represents a progressive and rooted approach towards
tradition, text, and prayer consistent in Judaism since Sinai. This daily discovery of meaning is my life’s work and it is
my delight to inspire and be inspired by talented partners and enthusiastic friends and community. Do join us for the
spiritual practice of sincerely exploring Judaism and Jewish identity — either in person, or on the web.

(Track 2) See(k)ing Connection Through Lecha Dodi

Dr. Jeannette Bland

Lecha Dodi came into existence “on the road,” around 1535 C.E. through Shlomo Halevi
Alkabetz who was born in Thessaloniki and later settled in Safed at the time of the Spanish
Expulsion. Here we unpack his multi-layered love poem and uncover a roadmap that offers us
clues on how we might endure and eventually celebrate that which life gives us today.

Dr. Jeanette Bland, A lifelong student of stories, cultures, and connections, Dr. Bland wrote her dissertation on
Kabbalistic and Depth Psychological Motifs in Lecha Dodi (Pacifica Graduate Institute, 2014). She enjoys sharing her
love of alchemy, the arts and sciences, and prayer as she teaches children and adults how to see the world as if the
Sh’khinah was no longer in exile.


