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1. Background 

 In recent years, the topic of interfaith membership has been discussed in several 
forums, including an annual meeting (via a proposed bylaws change) and a 
committee chaired by David Brenner and Linda Salomon (which made a 
recommendation to the CAA board).  Both recommendations were tabled at the time.  
The CAA board further explored this topic at last year’s parlor meetings. 

 At its December 2016 meeting, the CAA board agreed to form a committee with the 
objective to recommend to the CAA Board any changes regarding the privileges 
pertaining to affiliate membership (i.e., non-Jewish partners).  Further, the board 
asked that these changes be informed by congregant input and sentiment and 
agreed that any approved changes would be prepared by a bylaws committee for 
final board approval and presented to the congregation for a vote at the 
congregational meeting. 

 In parallel, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) has proposed a 
change to the congregational standard that permits only Jews to be members.  The 
revised standard, which allows congregations to set their own membership criteria, 
will be voted upon March 1. 

 The Interfaith Families & Membership Committee includes members with a diversity 
of backgrounds and perspectives.  Members are: Jackie Ayala, David Brenner, 
Rowena Chodorow, Caroline Legatt, Mark Long, MaryJane Saikin, Julie VanKeer, 
and Dana Winer. 

 Four discussions provided opportunity for input and dialogue: 

1. December 18 – CAA Board discussion 

2. December 20 – Interfaith Families & Membership Committee discussion 

3. January 10 – Congregational Discussion #1 

4. January 15 – Congregational Discussion #2 (split into two groups) 

 Approximately 70 congregants participated across the four discussions.  Three 
congregants expressed an interest in participating but were unable to attend; they 
were referred to committee members to share their thoughts. 

 

2. Themes from Discussions 

 This is personal.  Some congregants who attended the discussions are in 

interfaith relationships, others have family members in interfaith relationships, 

and others have different personal connections to this topic.  All had made 

sacrifices in their Jewish journey, whether Jews by choice, non-Jews raising 

Jewish children, or Jews by birth.  Congregants shared stories based on their 

own experiences, ranging from inspiring to painful.   



 

 

 We want to be inclusive. There is a broad desire among congregants to be 

inclusive of non-Jewish partners; however congregants vary in their definitions of 

what it means to be inclusive, from participation to leadership to ritual. 

 There are boundaries.  There was agreement across the board that certain 

privileges should be reserved for those who have formally chosen Judaism; 

however there are differences as to where each congregant “draws the line”.  

Halakhic rituals such as having an aliyah or reading torah were considered out of 

scope for this discussion. 

 Membership and leadership are different.  The topics of membership and 

leadership are viewed separately by some congregants who feel that 

inclusiveness of non-Jewish partners should be in the membership realm and 

that Jews should be led by Jews. 

 We want to put our talent to work.  Some non-Jewish partners have the desire 

and talent to hold roles in congregational life.  Some congregants would like our 

congregation to benefit from their talents in non-ritual areas. 

 Words matter.  At several points in the discussions, it was clear that the words 

we use are important.  In text study with our Rabbis, some were struck by how 

different they felt reading one passage vs. another, when they were conveying 

similar messages with different language.  Some congregants were 

uncomfortable with membership category terms like “household” and “affiliate”.  It 

was pointed out that the words we use in our communications, and even 

membership form, can impact how included people feel. 

 There are varying perspectives on non-Jewish partners voting.  There are 

several issues on which the congregation votes, including electing the board, 

choosing clergy, and amending bylaws.  Some congregants are comfortable with 

non-Jewish partners voting; some are not.  Some non-Jewish partners are not 

interested in voting; some are.  Some congregants feel that only Jews should 

vote for clergy since the Rabbi is the halakhic authority; some feel that non-Jews 

who are raising Jewish children should vote for the Rabbi since the Rabbi will 

have a strong pastoral presence in their lives.  Some fear the potential scenarios 

of having a large number of non-Jewish members who are able to change the 

bylaws.  

 

3. Recommendations to Amend CAA Bylaws 

 Eliminate the “Affiliate Member” category.  This simplifies the membership 

categories and removes an unnecessary and confusing term. 

o Clarify that household membership includes any non-Jewish adult who is 

currently or was previously partnered with a Jewish CAA member – i.e., 

once a member, always a member (this addresses widows/widowers, 

which is in our bylaws today, and adds protection in the case of divorce).  

This is not intended to include a future non-Jewish partner of a non-



 

 

Jewish CAA member who remarries.  It should include a non-Jewish adult 

who is raising Jewish children in their household, even if their former 

partner was not a member at CAA. 

o Clarify that individual membership includes any non-Jewish adult who is 

currently or was previously partnered with a Jewish CAA member. 

o Throughout the bylaws when distinguishing membership privileges of an 

affiliate vs. Jewish member, instead use the term “non-Jewish member”. 

 Allow voting privileges for non-Jewish members. 

o This recommendation should be viewed within the context of the broader 

voting process, which often includes multiple forums for input and 

discussion. 

 The committee recommends no change to the bylaws pertaining to non-Jewish 

members and leadership positions (i.e., non-Jewish members do not chair 

committees and are not eligible for board service). 

 

4. Other Recommendations 

 For the purposes of dues and membership form, create a new category of 

membership for a “supporter” or “friend” of CAA.  This category would not have 

privileges in the bylaws but would provide a forum for individual non-Jews who 

are not currently or previously partnered with a Jewish CAA member, to 

participate, contribute, and feel included. 

 Update the membership form so it does not assume “Jewish” as the religion 

(currently options are Jewish by birth or conversion). 

 Consider a membership initiative in which new families/individuals are paired with 

more seasoned CAA members. 

 Continue to market and enhance educational opportunities for those who are 

unfamiliar with Judaism and our practices (e.g., learner’s minyan, Living 

Judaism). 

 Create a forum for those who are involved in interfaith relationships, have family 

in interfaith relationships, or otherwise touched by this topic to come together – 

possibly as a chavurah, a class, or other gathering.  There should be a board 

member whose portfolio include liaising with this group and serving as a point of 

contact for interfaith questions/concerns/input. 

 Explore alternatives to the term “interfaith” which can be inaccurate and troubling. 


